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Dear Samoyed Fancier:

Our laboratory is carrying out a study to identify a molecular marker for juvenile cataracts in
Samoyeds as part of a grant funded by the AKC Canine Health Foundation. The molecular
investigation is lead by Dr. Vilma Yuzbasiyan-Gurkan, with Dr. David Ramsey and Dr.
Simon Petersen-Jones providing the ophthalmology expertise. Mark Stinson is on the team as
coordinator of samples. You can help our study by providing us with a DNA sample from
affected dogs as well as their sire, dam and littermates, and some information on each dog.
Please contact us if you have an affected dog, or relative of an affected dog, and we will send
you cheek-swab DNA collection kits which you can use at home to obtain samples for our
DNA studies. These are easy and convenient to use. There is no fee for this service and all
information is held in the strictest confidence. Please use the following form to request cheek
swab kits for this project. There is no cost and all information is kept confidential. Do not
hesitate to call or e-mail us with any questions.

Phone: 517-432-0144 Fax: 517-355-6164 E-mail: k9genome@cvm.msu.edu

i LT have a Samoyed with cataracts. =
. OI have a Samoyed related to a dog that has cataracts.
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